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This year, for the first time ever, we had 
21 local youth and chaperones join us 
at our Eastern Kentucky office.
Destination Community Church, a 
non-denominational church loca-
ted only 10 minutes from the Auxier 
Center, spent their Saturday building a 
handicap ramp for 50-year-old, James 
Conway.

James, while still very vibrant, has 
some severe health issues. These 
issues had begun to create challenges 
for him physically.  James was in great 
need of a ramp so he could safely enter 
and exit his home. 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself”- a version of the Golden Rule: 
Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you, that a multitude of 
people follow daily. This rang true for 
“neighbors” LaVette and Edith (Louis-
ville, KY).

Recently, our Louisville office and a 
host of volunteers had the privilege to 
work with LaVette and Edith. 

To read more about this story,  check 
out our website at 
https://www.myhandinhand.org/
news-and-events/

Hand in Hand Ministries’ Pathway to 
Change program works with children, their 
families and teachers to ensure they stay 
on track and get the support they need to 
succeed academically, emotionally and 
socially through grade school, high school, 
and beyond.

Tom and Leslie Phillips, long time sponsors 
of Pathway to Change student Blanca, 
have just donated a laptop computer to 
help Blanca as she studies Industrial 
Engineering. 

To learn more, please visit
https://www.myhandinhand.org/
news-and-events/

BUILDING FOR CHANGE PROGRAM 
WELCOMES 400TH FAMILY

As families all over the United Sta-
tes gave thanks for turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes and green bean 
casserole on November 28th, a 
family of five gathered in Belize to 
give thanks for their new home. 
For Emil, Dorette and their three 
little girls the house blessing repre-
sented the culmination of years of 
want and need, weeks of prepa-
ration, days of hard work, several 
sleepless nights, and a dream 
come true.

When the house they had rented 
for seven years was sold without 
warning, they found themselves 
without a place to call home. 
For several months they lived in 
a small wooden shack with no 
electricity, no running water and 
an outdoor bathroom. This family 
of five shared one bed and prayed 
each night that the cinder blocks 
on the roof would keep the tin in 
place so the rain wouldn’t come 
in. When the group arrived to build 
their new home the weight began 

APPALACHIA LOUISVILLE

NICARAGUA

to lift from the shoulders of Emil and Dorette.
When the walls were raised on the second day the 
smiles grew. More burdens were lifted. Dorette showed 
the group where the girls would sleep. For the first 
time ever, they would have their own room, a luxury, 
never before imagined. 

On the final day of the build there was much dis-
cussion about the color choice for the window slats. 
Dorette wanted white, Emil wanted Grey. The group 
wanted to get it right. In the end, the rain came and the 

only thing that mattered to the young couple was 
the roof – the good solid roof – nailed down and 
guaranteed to keep the rain out. Paint for the 
shutters could wait. The important pieces were 
in place.

The house blessing began with the arrival of 
Shayla, Zaida, and Reeyah, ages seven, five, and 
two. It was their first time on the job site since 
the first day. They stood and stared at their new 
home. They were silent. I doubt their minds were 
quiet. Emil’s mind must have been busy too. As 

the house blessing commenced 
the tears in his eyes began to 
escape. It was as if the worry, 
the fear, the pressure to provide 
safe housing for his family was 
slipping away. Once the keys to 
his new home were safely in his 
grasp the tears were replaced 
by a confident, relaxed smile. A 
dream had come true.

The 400th house was built, 
blessed, and handed over to a 
beautiful family on that Thanks-
giving day. Like the walls of that 
house, a family was lifted, and 
better equipped to handle the 
storms of life. Emil and Dorette 
can now dream loftier dreams for 
their family. 

As the volunteers loaded up the 
van and prepared to drive away, 
a new noise coming from the 
house was detected. It was the 
sound of laughter as the three 
girls ran from room to room, 
playing, dancing, singing, and 
dreaming their own new dreams.

Create Your Own
(Louisville)

January, February, and April 
available

Nicaragua
June 28-July 5,2020 

Appalachia
April 8-11,2020
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REFLECTIONS FROM MARLA
When I think of the word family, I think 
of love, history, memories, friendship, 
laughter, tears, and togetherness. On 
November 16 we celebrated 20 years of 
Hand in Hand with over 150 volunteers, 
donors, and staff. It was a standing room 
only celebration that felt like a huge family 
reunion. It felt like one because in so 
many ways, getting and staying involved 
with Hand in Hand is like joining a big, 
loving, caring family.

We all have our roles to play in this family. 
Some of us go. Some of us give. Some of 
us lead. Some of us follow. We all receive, 
and do what we can to help the Hand 
in Hand family thrive, so we can equip 
others to thrive.

As we look forward to the next decade 
of Hand in Hand Ministries it’s hard to 
imagine what lies ahead. My goal is to 
continue securing the future of this orga-
nization by welcoming new members to 
the family, each and every year. I’d like to 
expand our services in all of our existing 
locations. I want to continue seeking and 
following God’s lead so the Hand in Hand 
family can continue changing the world.  

Sincerely,

Marla Cautilli

Hand in Hand Ministries invites you to an “Explore the Mission” Tour to learn more about 
us, our work and how you can get involved! You will get a glimpse into the hearts and 
minds of individuals whose lives have been forever changed by the work of our volunteers 
and staff. We would love to answer all your burning questions.

Tours are at the Louisville Office • 518 N. 26th Street • Louisville, KY 40212

Thursday, February 13 – 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 18- 11:30 a.m.

Join us for a one-hour interactive, engaging tour of our building and programs!

RSVP to Megan Byler at 502-459-9930 or megan@myhandinhand.org

“My favorite moment of the trip 
was on the final day at the work 

site when we had our final prayer 
as a group. The family was so 

thankful and appreciative…I will 
never forget it.” – Matthew B.

YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN

“[It was] when all of the walls were 
up and the two girls stood waving 
to us as we were leaving with the 

biggest smiles on their faces.” 
– Kelsy B

Kasey, immersion tripster, with one of our Belize daycare children.

Shayla , Zaida and Reeyah , Belize 
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