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Celebrating 20 Years

Includes 2018 Annual Report

Celebrate 20 years of Hand in
Hand Ministries on Saturday,
November 16th at Holy Trinity
Church. Stay tuned for details.
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Building a Community
Two brothers invested in people, listened and
formed relationships across the world

By Marla Cautilli
Wayne and Father Joe Fowler had a simple
goal in mind when they founded Hand in
Hand Ministries in 1999 - harness the energy
of big-hearted people to make the world a
better place. For 20 years we have been blessed
with amazing volunteers, donors and staff
members who continue to keep the dream
alive.
If you look closely you may see some familiar
(and a bit younger-looking) faces throughout
the next few pages. We would never have
made it to 20 years without all of you. We
thank you, and we know our work is not
finished. Our third decade is already off to a
great start! Here are just a few examples of
some of the people who have made an impact
over the years.
Victoria came to us over a year ago, seeking
help because her house had fallen into
disrepair. It became clear that her home was
in need of a complete renovation. Neither
Victoria nor Hand in Hand had the means
to make this happen. Victoria decided to sell
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Clockwise from top left: Co-founder Wayne Fowler in Nicaragua, co-founder
Father Joe Fowler in Belize, Mark Thessing in Nicaragua

The Fowlers started Hand in Hand Ministries at Holy Trinity Church.

her home, but was unable to find a buyer. We connected
Victoria with Dan Parker and his wife Mary. Dan was
looking for a suitable location for Metro Christian Legal
Aid. The connection resulted in a fresh start for Victoria
and her husband Matt, and a new community resource
for the neighborhood. Thank you Dan and Mary!

Above: Can you spot Abel Vargas, Rosie Wiebusch or Bill
O’Dea? Who else can you spot?
Below: Shirly Spalding in Nicaragua

Ed Davis with EZ Construction had a job to do. Remove
a playground in Louisville as part of a park renovation
project. But instead of sending the playground to a
landfill, he sent it to Belize. Now children who live near
the Fowler Community Center are sliding and swinging
their way to happiness for hours on end. Thank you Ed
for putting smiles on the faces of kids in Belize.
Six years ago Michael Shimkus traveled to Nicaragua
and helped build a house. On the jobsite he met a young
girl named Belkies. When he found out she was not in
our Pathway to Change Program he was devastated. He
wanted her in our program and offered to sponsor her.
Since she was joining the program as a 10 year old, and
lacked a good, strong academic foundation, her success
in the program was in question for many years. But this
year she is graduating from high school with high marks.
When Michael heard the news he was moved to tears.
His determination to fight for Belkies altered the course
of her life, and her success has inspired him.
Last year at our Legacy Breakfast, LeighAnn Saylor
heard Johnny Daniels tell the crowd of 500 people
that he wanted to live. In order to do that, he needs
a new kidney. Doctors had compared his chance of

getting that kidney to winning the lottery. But LeighAnn
Saylor thought his chances were better than that. She
connected Johnny to a transplant surgeon in Cincinnati
who has helped him get fully qualified to receive a new
kidney.
We know Johnny’s kidney is within reach and we eagerly
await “the call”. Special thanks to LeighAnn for fighting
for our Johnny - And to Phil Lawver for his many trips
to Auxier to assist with Johnny’s trips to Cincinnati.
Kidneys, scholarships, neighborhood revitalization
and repurposed playgrounds may have never been
in Wayne and Father Joe’s original plans to make
the world a better place, but I surely do thank all of
you for everything you do to fuel the dreams of this
organization.

More than 600 volunteers have been brought to west Louisville since 2016.
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People, Places and Memories
Why Jim Miles has been with Hand in Hand for over 20 years

At 92 years old, World War II veteran Jim Miles has been
volunteering with Hand in Hand as long as it’s existed and
even before.
Jim started serving with “Mustard Seed,” which was
an organization working for a mission similar to Hand
in Hand. The organization had offices in Georgia,
Alabama, Massachusetts and Louisville. As it grew, talks of
combining the four became more serious and Father Joe
Fowler, our co-founder, decided to go a different direction
– the Louisville office became Hand in Hand Ministries in
1999.
Jim has traveled countless times to Appalachia with Hand
in Hand and most recently traveled to Belize for the first
time to witness the dedication of the Fowler Community
Center.
“I couldn’t believe it, I mean, I didn’t expect a modern
building down there,” he said. “Everything you could think
of and a whole lot of things you couldn’t think of.”
As far as why he has continued being involved for so long,
Jim said it’s all about the people he has met along the way.
One story, among his favorite memories, is of a little trailer
he and others helped fix for an older man and woman
in Auxier, KY. There was a gap between the roof of the
trailer and the roof of the porch so they were unable to sit
out on their porch.
“We straightened the roof up, but we didn’t have time to
fix the porch. But a bunch of young girls on that trip went
to Lowe’s, put flowers up on the porch, put a swing on it,
got the roof fixed good so it didn’t leak,” he said. “When
we left there, that man and woman was crying sittin’ there
in the swing.”
A few years ago, Jim - a carpenter by trade - was able to
donate a van full of carpentry tools, which they still use in
Auxier today.

“

The people want to share with you and if a person goes on
a trip and can’t do anything at all – if they just talk to the
people that is great,” he said. “They love to talk and they
love you for doing what you’re doing. You get more out of
it than you put into it.”
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Above: Jim in Appalachia
Below: Come celebrate our two decades with our rescheduled concert
event with The Decades!

A fundraising concert for Hand in Hand

Join us for an evening of music with 'The
Decades' band as we celebrate 20 years
of Hand in Hand Ministries.

4:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 29

Norton Commons Amphitheater

$10 per person suggested donation
Children free

More than 50 families are served by our food pantry each month in Auxier.

A Home to a Community

By Allison Ridenour

I first met Claudia on my second Belize trip in March 2014. She
had been helping on a home - a Building for Change contract
requirement - and we learned that the following week, we’d be
building her a home.
Allison and Claudia in 2014

She was a cheerful woman, confident and encouraging. I remember
working with her to install the window louvers on the back of the
house. We encountered problems - the window wasn’t square, the
louvers had to be custom-fitted, it was hot and I wanted to give up
multiple times. A job that takes 30 minutes took us three hours.
I began walking away when she said “Don’t give up, let’s try this
way.” I’ve never forgotten that moment in my seven and a half years
with Hand in Hand.

Claudia and her children

The following week, our team from Louisville drove through a
swampy field and stumbled upon her “homestead” in Ladyville
Village. There stood Claudia, whom I had met only days before, but
with even more excitement on her face. This was her week - she was
receiving her new home.
Every day on the site she took us under her wing. At the house
blessing, all of us were overcome with emotion. It’s still an
unexplainable moment to hand the keys over to a family.

Allison, Claudia and Sally Murr in 2019

In the years following our build, we’ve kept in touch. She magically
appears on sites with her daughter Joslyn to help with - you guessed
it - installing windows. I visited with her in January of this year to
see her home five years from the first time I met her. What I saw was
a gravel road replacing a swamp, lined with neighbors and stores.
Claudia was the first of a ripple effect that created a community in
Ladyville.

In 2018, Linda Book learned of the Leadership Committee in
Belize - a group of past Building for Change participants. The
group had been holding bake sales and other fundraising events
to fund and build a home for a current Building for Change
participant.
Linda was so inspired by their willingness to give back, she decided
to give back too. Linda funded the creation of a community
kitchen at the Fowler Community Center. This space will be used
by the Leadership Committee for their fundraising efforts, and
it will also be used by other community members as a common
workspace where they can make tarts, cakes and cookies to sell for
supplemental income.
Thank you Linda Book for your generous, innovative and creative
way of making an impact in Belize!

Participants from 43 states have traveled on an immersion trip.
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Our office in Belize opens
and the Building for
Change program begins

First immersion group
travels to Nicaragua
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First Legacy Breakfast

2007

2006

Pathway to Change begins in
Nicaragua with three students

2004

2001

1999

2002

Hand in Hand
Ministries becomes
a registered 501(c)3

The Auxier Center
becomes a part of Hand in
Hand Ministries

35 students have graduated from our Pathway to Change program.

2018

2015

2012
Building for Change
leadership team funds
and builds first home.

Thank you for 20 years! We look
forward to 20 more.

2019

Hand in Hand relocates
international headquarters
to west Louisville

2017

Middle school groups
begin traveling to Auxier

HIV/AIDS outreach and
daycare get new home at
Fowler Community Center

26 Pathway scholars achieved
averages of 90% or more

Hand in Hand works with 75% of the children affected by HIV/AIDS in Belize.
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Pathway to Change is going strong
in Nicaragua. The program has 90
student scholars this year thanks to
generous sponsors from the United
States and Canada. Interested in
sponsoring a scholar?
Email Tandee Ogburn at
tandee@myhandinhand.org.
Pictured left: Ed and Barbara celebrate a 1k
fundraising run with the students in support
of a 5k fundraising marathon held in Nova
Scotia.

Reenergizing a Community

“I am definitely seeing
the effects of Hand
in Hand’s presence
in our neighborhood.
We have witnessed
much work performed
by Hand in Hand
volunteers. On our
street, two houses
From left to right: CEO Marla, neighbor
that have sat vacant
Connie and Project Manager Bill Wilson. for many years and
in decline have been
purchased by people associated with Hand in Hand.
A group of volunteers spent hours clearing fence rows,
removing over-grown shrubs and weeds. We are excited
to see work is being performed on the houses. It is good
to see some energy being spent to better our
neighborhood. We look forward to seeing more and
appreciate what is being done.” -Shannon and Chris Erhart
Shannon and Chris are lifetime members of the Portland
community. Help us continue building up and supporting
our local community by using the included envelope to
donate today.
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“

During my short amount of time here in
Appalachia, I have been able to experience
the joy of helping those in need of things
they wouldn’t be able to accomplish alone.
I was lucky enough to be able to return
to the same site two days in a row and
continue the work I started; framing the
back and side walls of the bedroom, and
putting insulation in the new wall. I know
that my time here was short, yet I hope I
was a person’s miracle.
– Nick Heck, 14
Pictured above: Nick with homeowner Penny

Come on a trip with us • www.myhandinhand.org/immersion-trips

SPOT COLORS
BLUE > PMS Process Blue
GREEN > PMS 382 C

You can do two small, great things!
1. Host a table
•
•
•

Fill or help to fill a table of 10 for the Legacy
Breakfast.
Make sure to tell your guests that it is a
fundraiser, but there is no expectation to give.
Act as a host to your guests the morning of the
breakfast.

16th Annual
Legacy Breakfast

Wednesday, Oct.16
7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Crowne Plaza

2. Download our app

Check out trip dates, keep up with
events and give through our app!

1. Go to your app store.
2. Search “Hand in Hand

Ministries”

3. Download

To sign up as a table host, contact Tandee at
tandee@myhandinhand.org or 502-459-9930.

Check out more 20-year photos online • www.myhandinhand.org/twenty
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Board of Directors
Harry Borders, Board Chair
Ann Marie Maldini, Vice Chair
Joseph Lynch, Secretary
Larry Bloemer, Treasurer
Scott Karem
Courtney Baxter
Kelley Helgeson
Paul Hirn
Mike Potter
Shane Raymond
Dr. Cindy Rigby
Deloris White
Tom Wittman
Charisse Wright
Reverend Joe Fowler, Emeritus

Another Year in the Books

The year 2018 saw many big things for
the Hand in Hand family. The Fowler
Community Center was dedicated at
the start of the year and the Louisville
Urban Immersion Program experienced
its first full year in operation.

The Auxier Center also received a new
roof, thanks to the Honorable Order of
the Kentucky Colonels, and 15 of our
Pathway to Change students were first or

5%

5.5%

second in their class.

We couldn’t do any of this without
your prayers and your support. Nearly
70 percent of our revenue comes from
individuals who commit to and believe in
our mission each year.
Thank you for your continued generosity
and for being a part of the Hand in
Hand family.

<1%
66%

Revenue Sources

11%

Individuals

Executive Staff

Individuals
Schools

Marla Cautilli, CEO
marla@myhandinhand.org

Schools

12%

Churches

Foundations/Grants

Churches

Corporate

Government

Foundations
Corporate

Tandee Ogburn, Director of Development
tandee@myhandinhand.org

Government

Special Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors

The Potter
Family

Special Thanks to Our Foundation Supporters
The Global Fund
Emergency Food Service
Belize Ministry
UPS Foundation
Gheens Foundation
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Home Depot Foundation
Government of Belize
Kentucky Foundation for Medical Care
Honorable Order of the Kentucky Colonels
Floyd County Bar Association

www.myhandinhand.org • Click “donate now”

Our Mission: We work hand in hand with individuals and communities to transform lives by
responding to expressed needs through cultural immersion, education, housing and health care.
Our Vision: We seek to build community one person, one family at a time. Our ongoing
programs provide access to quality education, safe housing and health care. Our immersion
trips encourage individuals to deepen their perspective and realize their potential impact locally,
regionally and globally.
11%

48%

Income

8%

Contributions, Grants & Events $1,105,000

33%

Contributions, Grants and Events
Immersion Trips

Immersion Trips $750,000

Charitable Gaming

Gift s-in-Kind recei ved value

Charitable Gaming $175,000
Gifts-in-Kind received value $257,000

Total 2018 Income $2,287,000

8%

7%

85%

Operating Expenses
Program Expenses $1,791,000

Program Expenses

Administration Expenses $148,000

Administration Expenses
Fundraising Expenses

Fundraising Expenses $161,000

Total 2018 Expenses $2,100,000

1%
1%

4%

10%

37%

Program Expenses
Belize $666,000

Appalachia $379,000

10%

Beli ze
APPALAchia
NICARAGUA
Louisville
Other Projects

16%

Nicaragua $297,000
Louisville $178,000

Mission Education

Other Projects $10,000

Gift s-in-Kind Distributed Value

Gift s-in-Kind Program Expense

Mission Education $83,000

21%

Gifts-in-Kind Distributed Value $175,000
Gifts-in-Kind Program Expense $3,000

Total 2018 Program Expenses $1,791,000

In an effort to honor our donors’ privacy, we have not included donor names.
Our 2018 financial statements were audited by Baldwin CPAs and are available on our website www.myhandinhand.org

You can now text to give • Text “handinhand” to 779-77
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Celebrating 20 Years

Includes 2018 Annual Report

We are so excited to celebrate 20 years of Hand
in Hand Ministries this year! Familiar faces and
places are included throughout this newsletter - we
hope you enjoy looking back.
Hand in Hand is grateful for a generous and
supportive family of donors, friends and
advocates.
Please know, none of Hand in Hand’s work in
Belize, Nicaragua, Appalachia or Louisville would
be possible without YOU.
Thank you for 20 incredible years and help us
prepare for 20 more! You can donate today
using the envelope provided, online, or
now by texting. Text “handinhand” to 779-77.
Thank you for creating a legacy.

