
As I enter into my third year at the helm of Hand in Hand
Ministries, I always strive to align my goals with the path
Wayne and Joe Fowler set. Like our founders, I wholeheart-
edly embrace the immersion trip experience as the
cornerstone of Hand in Hand.

The trips create positive change for families living with
scarce economic resources in Kentucky and Central Amer-
ica. Some volunteers are equipped with hammers, shovels,
and paint brushes; others bring stethoscopes and tongue
depressors; still others bring art supplies or sports equip-
ment. The packing list looks a little different for each trip,
but hopefully each participant brings one common item –
an open heart. As long as that one critical item is shared
with team members and our partners on the ground,
transformation happens.

In the following pages you’ll see how our immersion trip
experiences are changing to reflect our growing commit-
ment to strengthening communities by building relation-
ships everywhere we go. Immersion trips drive our mission
and provide ongoing financial support for our programs.
But in order to sustain life-changing relationships in each
of our trip locations, we need continued financial support.

Your donations make it possible for us to provide educa-
tional opportunities for students in Nicaragua and Belize.
Your gifts provide hope and critical medical care for chil-
dren living with HIV/AIDS. Your generosity helps us build
relationships with families in Eastern Kentucky.

We’re excited to share a variety of different fundraising
initiatives this year. We embrace diversity in our program-
ming. We want to offer diversity in your giving options. We
encourage you to go on an immersion trip with us one day
so you can see the power of your generosity. We also
encourage you to give in other ways. Whether you sponsor
a runner, send a check, click on a “donate now” button, or
tour a home in a unique neighborhood, please know your
generosity has the power to change a life.

God Bless,
Marla Cautilli,
CEO Hand in Hand Ministries
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Lend a hand . . . change a life!

Original Vision Leads to New Paths . . .

“Be the CHANGE you want to see in the world” Ghandi

Immersion
Trips . . .

Going beyond
building homes.

Transforming
lives and enriching communities

through new
educational
experiences!
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Through our Connecting
Kentucky initiative, students
and arts educators from
Louisville's Walden Theatre
Conservatory program will
collaborate with students from
the Eastern Kentucky town of
Auxier and surrounding com-

munities. Students will travel to work together face-
to-face on theatre-based exercises. They will be
encouraged to share candid personal narratives, help
each other identify and explore harmful stereotypes,
and build mutual respect and cultural understanding
among young people from different backgrounds.

Connecting Kentucky culminates with an original
student-devised theatre production based on
different young peoples' experiences of growing
up in Kentucky, from Louisville to Appalachia.

Connecting Kentucky Students

Why your
donation

matters
Anthony

In August, 2012
immersion trip
volunteers began work
on Anthony’s home in
Prestonsburg, KY. During
the two-week repair
project, Anthony
encountered volunteers
of all ages and
professions. He talked

with some, stayed away from many, but somehow,
a seed was planted. He was encouraged to get his
GED and his drivers license so he could get a job
and help support his grandmother. Many ex-
pected to see the seed take root immediately, but
sometimes change takes time. It took time for
Anthony. In fact, it took over 18 months before
that planted seed lead Anthony to the Auxier Cen-
ter to start GED classes. Now it’s time to water the
seeds by helping to pay for his classes and exams.
Your donations will make that happen!

Going Deeper in Eastern Kentucky

We have seen the powerful impact of fostering mean-
ingful, lasting relationships with families in all of our
programs. Many of those relationships begin around
a construction project, but the greatest life transfor-
mations happen long after the saws and hammers
are finished. Our volunteers often light the fire of
change, but it is the sustained relationships that keep
the fire burning, and ultimately transforms lives.

That is why we are developing new programs and im-
mersion trip experiences to help us find ways to build
relationships in and around the Auxier Center in Floyd
County, KY. We hope our Connecting Kentucky proj-
ect with Walden Theatre is just the first of many new
programs to help us go deeper in Eastern Kentucky.

The final performances will be held at the Mountain
Arts Center in Prestonsburg and at the Kentucky Cen-
ter Bomhard Theatre in Louisville.
7:30 PM - April 3, 2014
Mountain Arts Center, Prestonsburg, Kentucky
7:30 PM - April 5, 2014
Kentucky Center -Bomhard Theater,
Louisville, Kentucky
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3Double your gift . . . many employers match employee contributions.

Focus on Enrichment

Hand in Hand named
an Official Charity

of the Kentucky
Derby Festival for 2014

Through the efforts of
volunteer Joe Lynch, Hand in
Hand Ministries is proud to be
an official charity of the
Kentucky Derby Festival

Foundation. Participants in the Kentucky Derby Marathon and
Mini-Marathon can choose Hand in Hand to receive a charita-
ble donation.

Hand in Hand will field a team called the Hand in Hand
Transformers. To join the team or support the Transformers,
go to: http://active.com/donate/myhandinhand

Why your
donation

matters
Arelys

Two years ago Arelys
spoke at our Legacy
Breakfast and shared
with us her goal to
one day become a
diplomat. She’s well on
her way to achieving that goal. Arelys was
selected as one of twelve students in all of
Nicaragua to serve as a guide for an
international poetry festival in Granada.
We’re proud of Arelys and happy that her
many years of studying English helped her
secure this position.

Join us race day as a
runner or volunteer
supporting Hand in Handʼs
Team Transformers.
Call Pam Carter at
502.459.9930 or email
pam@myhandinhand.org
for more information.

Nicaragua
In the early years, trip participants to Nicaragua did
construction projects and helped at a feeding center
near the city dump. Now, the primary objective of an
immersion group is to enrich the lives of the 89 children
in our Pathway to Change program. Sometimes the
volunteers bring exposure to the arts. Sometimes they
expose the children to a variety of sporting activities,
and once a year a medical team spends a week in
Nicaragua, providing care for the children in our
program – and for their families. Construction projects
are still completed for families or schools involved with
our program, but the primary objective is to enrich the
lives of the kids in our program. For more information go to:
www.myhandinhand.org/our-work/our-work-nicaragua/
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Give Locally . . . Help Globally

May 6, 2014
A NATIONAL DAY OF COMMUNITY GIVING

Give Local Louisville is part of
Give Local America

For 24 hours (midnight to midnight) on
Tuesday, May 6, 2014,

Every dollar given will be proportionately stretched
by matching funds from a national pool being raised
by Give Local America and a local matching pool
raised by the Community Foundation of Louisville.

Join Hand in Hand at their Louisville Office for an
ALL DAY OPEN HOUSE

Snacks and beverages will be provided
Help us spread the word!

We will be posting donation totals several times
during the day. Remember - all donations will be
matched by both national and local sources
making your donation go that much further!

Why your
donation

matters
Tyrone
Several years ago Tyrone
received a scholarship to
attend college in Belize.
On a recent visit with an
immersion group, he
shared the impact of that
scholarship. He told the
group without the
financial assistance of $250 per year, college
would have been out of reach for him. But with
the help, he was able to graduate with a degree
in social work. He now works for the environ-
mental department of local government, helping
to facilitate a program for waste disposal in
Belize City. He continues to express his gratitude
to Hand in Hand for giving him a chance for a
better life by volunteering as a tutor for current
scholarship students.

Belize
On the surface, little has changed
with our immersion trip experience
in Belize. We still build a house, visit
children in our Outreach Center
and learn how nurses from Hand in
Hand provide care for marginalized
children throughout Belize through
our Mobile Outreach Program.
Recently, we’ve added a visit with
a scholarship student to the
immersion trip experience. For
years, Hand in Hand has been
opening the doors to higher

education for young people in
Belize. We are now seeing how
successful these educational
opportunities have been. The
recipients are eager to share their
stories of success with our
volunteers. To learn more about
our Scholarship program in
Belize go to
www.myhandinhand.org/our
work/our-work-belize/
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5Have you considered including Hand in Hand in your will? You can leave a lasting legacy!

Charity at Home

THE EVENT
Thanks to Tracey Clemmons Smith, a partner at
Gwin, Steinmetz & Baird, Hand in Hand is one of 12
non-pro*ts that will bene*t from ticket sales at this
year’s Norton Commons Charity Homes Celebration.

Tour 12 fully-furnished and beautifully detailed
new homes in Norton Commons,

May 10 to 25, 2014
Wednesdays & Fridays 4 to 8 pm

Saturdays & Sundays Noon to 6 pm

THE OPPORTUNITY
Individual tickets cost $15.00. Hand in Hand will
receive $9.00 for each ticket sold. If we are one of
the top three charities voted on at the event, we will
receive bonus funds. Also, if we sell the most tickets,
we will receive an additional monetary prize!

HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can buy your tickets at the Hand in Hand of-
fice, 2225 Steier Lane, Louisville, KY 40218 or you
can securely purchase tickets online at:

www.nortoncommons.com/charityhomes
( be sure to scroll down to select Hand in Hand)

Please let us know if you are interested in tickets
for yourself or would like to sell them for Hand in
Hand to family and friends, etc. Call Hand in Hand
at 502.459.9930 or email Pam@myhandinhand.org.

Why your
donation

matters
blankets
A little over a year ago,
Kelly Medley traveled to
Nicaragua on Hand in
Hand’s annual medical
immersion trip. During
her visit she saw new-
born babies being
wrapped in hospital
gowns because the
hospital often had
more babies than re-

ceiving blankets. Kelly returned home and went
to work – collecting over 1,000 new blankets.
Hundreds of those blankets traveled with the
medical team in January. Many more will make
their way to Nicaragua on upcoming immersion
trips. Thank you Kelly for giving these newborn
babies a colorful start to life.
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Build Your Own . . .

There are many unique ways Hand in Hand
Supporters choose to help

Visit Hand in Hand’s website “Ways to Support” page to see
how volunteers from every walk of life have created their
own fundraising page. These pages are free and can help you
raise funds for an immersion trip, promote a Hand in Hand
fundraiser or simply support any of our programs.

Create your own fundraising page
If you’re interested in having your own fundraising page,
contact Steve Croghan at Hand in Hand or email
steve@myhandinhand.org for information on how you
can create your own personal fundraising page.

Thanks to Jackie
Last year, Jackie Steier wanted to help Hand in Hand’s Auxier
Center in Appalachia. To celebrate her 11th birthday, she
decided that in lieu of gifts for herself, she would request
donations for families in Appalachia. Jackie was inspired
after hearing stories from her teacher’s immersion trip with
Hand in Hand to Appalachia and decided she wanted to help
make a difference. Jackie had a great response and was
thrilled when approximately $1,000 worth of donations were
sent to Appalachia. She is an inspiration for all of us.

Opportunities to
Make a Difference

Donate
Hand in Hand Ministries is proud of the10-year aver-
age of more than 86% of all donations going directly
to programs. Staff, board members, volunteers and
supporters working together have made it possible
for your donation to have the greatest impact possi-
ble. You can mail donations to our office or donate
securely on line at www.myhandinhand.org.

Volunteer
Volunteers are always needed and appreciated at the
Louisville home office. Working to document donated
Gifts in Kind, maintaining program data and working
events are part of our everyday needs.

Gifts in Kind
Hand in Hand had more than $990,000 in goods
donated last year. We work with more than 40 other
non-profits in the Louisville area to find the best use
for all donated items. We are always looking for non-
perishable food, household goods, cleaning supplies,
furniture and computers in working order.
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The Immersion Trip . . .
Build community and

Transform lives!
Be part of this transformation. For more information,
call the Hand in Hand office at 502.459.9930 or visit
www.myhandinhand.org/immersion-trips.

www.myhandinhand.org

2014 Immersion Trips
BELIZE

May 11-18, 2014
June 29 - July 6, 2014

NICARAGUA
June 29 - July 6, 2014 (enrichment camp)

July 6 - 13, 2014 (enrichment camp)

APPALACHIA
May 8-11, 2014

May 15-18, 2014

We also have special Thanksgiving Trips available
Belize - November 23 - 30, 2014

Nicaragua Enrichment Camp - November 23-30, 2014

More dates are available
visit www.myhandinhand.org/

immersion-trip-dates

For more information, or to sign up, call the
Hand in Hand office at 502-459-9930 or email
allison@myhandinhand.org

Greater Louisville Medical Society
Foundation Partners with Hand in Hand
for medical immersion trip to Nicaragua

This was the fifth medical immersion trip with the
Greater Louisville Medical Society Foundation.
Doctors, nurses and medical professionals treated
hundreds of adults and children associated with our
Pathway to Change program. Other volunteers
worked on equipment, giving the clinics visited
much needed help.

The volunteers also visited the homes of several
Pathway to Change scholarship children and their
families, providing medical care and support. If
you’re interested in a 2015 immersion trip, contact
Allison Ridenour at Hand in Hand or email
allison@myhandinhand.org.
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2014 Board of Directors
Harry Borders, Board Chair
Rev. Joseph Fowler, Vice Chairman
Kathy Francis, Secretary
John Schmidt, Treasurer
Donna Fazio Mike Hayes
Scott Karem Phaedra King
Patsy O’Toole Dr. Rick Rowe
Steve Thornberry Jamie White
Tom Wittman Woody Woodruff

Executive Staff
Marla Cautilli, Chief Executive Officer
Libbey Smith, Chief Operating Officer
Pamela Carter, Development Director

Louisville Office
2225 Steier Lane • Louisville, KY 40218
502.459.9930 • Fax 502.459.9945

The Auxier Center
21 S. River Street • Auxier, KY 41602
606.886.0709 • Fax 606.886.0973

Belize Office
144 North Front Street • PO Box 2187
Belize City, Belize, Central America

Nicaragua Office
Km. 13 Carretera Sur, Colonia Becklin, Casa # 5
El Crucero, Managua, Nicaragua

April 3 Connecting Kentucky Performance at the
Mountain Arts Center, Prestonsburg, Kentucky

April 5 Connecting Kentucky Performance at the
Kentucky Center Bomhard Theater in Louisville

April 19 Run for a Cause - Kentucky Derby Marathon
and Half Marathon - Hand in Hand Transformers

May 6 Give Local Louisville - National Day of Giving
All-Day Open House for everyone.

May 10 - 25 Norton Commons Charity Homes Celebration
Buy tickets and vote for Hand in Hand’s house

SSaavvee  TThheessee  DDaatteess

For more information call  
502.459.9930 or email: 

pam@myhandinhand.org
www.myhandinhand.org
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