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Jenny, Pearl, Louise and Louise's 

sister are all smiles

At our recent Legacy Breakfast, 
Jenny Kute told us her about her 
trip to Belize to build a house for 
Louise and her three children, 
Anthony, Pearl and Diamond. She 
spoke about the “look of wonder” 
when Louise’s kids came running 
into their mother’s arms after 
coming off the school bus and 
seeing their new Hand in Hand 
house for the first time.

Jenny had been giving to Hand 
in Hand since 2012. This was 
her first opportunity to witness 
the difference her generosity was 
making in someone’s life. 

Now IS the Time
She shared her life’s situation when 
she and her husband decided to 
make a financial commitment to 
Hand in Hand Ministries. “We had 
a 3-year-old and a 6-month-old - 
not exactly the “perfect time” to 
pledge $1,000 for 5 years, but we 
saw the impact Hand in Hand 
was making and we made giving 
a priority.”

She went on to say that “If we wait 
until this one finishes school, or 
that project gets done, or we get 
that promotion at work, it’s too 
late. If we wait, kids like Anthony, 
Pearl and Diamond grow up 
without a safe home.”

Another speaker at the Legacy 
Breakfast was Rashida, a young 
woman from Belize who says 
her life was changed when 
offered a scholarship, who 
was encouraged when given 
an opportunity to volunteer, 
who was uplifted when 
given a house, and who was 
empowered when given a 
job. Everything changed for 
Rashida because someone 
years ago decided it was time 
to support Hand in Hand’s 
scholarship program.

If we wait, Rashida doesn’t get an 
education. Her boys end up living 
in poverty instead of living with a 
college educated parent.

Our final speaker at the Legacy 
Breakfast was Johnny. Five years 
ago, his kidneys stopped working 
due to complications from a heart 
attack. After years of dialysis, his 
house started falling apart. He 
reluctantly came to us for help to 
repair his home. We’ve done that 
and more. We were able to connect 
him to an organization called 
Mulligans Living Kidney Donors. 
His chances of receiving a new 
kidney have greatly improved.

If we wait, there is no home repair 
program in Auxier. Johnny spends 
the rest of his short life getting 
dialysis three times a week.

Oh yes, the time is now to help 
someone get a home, get an 
education, or get lifesaving 
medical attention. The time is 
now to give to Hand in Hand. 

Please consider giving today by 
mailing a check in the enclosed 
envelope or donate online at www.
myhandinhand.org.

Nicaragua kids excited for another school year

Rashida receives her 

Bachelor's Degree

Johnny Daniels poses withvolunteers by his trailer

Marla Cautilli, CEO
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Marla Cautilli, Doug Dukes, Dr. Grimaldi 

 

Ron Kordes and Mike Potter review pledge form

Tom Wittman, David and 

Jamie Calzi share a story

Rashida, Gail and Johnnysmiling like old friends!

Thank you to all who attended the 
2018 Legacy Breakfast! Our fantastic 
table hosts filled the Crowne Plaza 
Ballroom with more than 500 guests, 
a record breaking number! Zach 
Longoria performed during the meal. 
We saw an incredible video about 
the Louisville program produced by 
Fitzio. We heard from special guests 
Rashida Bethran from Belize, Johnny 
Daniels from Auxier and Jenny Kute, 
a longtime Legacy member,  who 
shared their inspiring stories.  

Special Thanks 
to Our Sponsors

Thank You for 
Your Generosity

1999

Est. ANCHORED
Compassion

IN

Potter Family

Does your company  match gifts?

Record Breaking Crowd!

Because of their generosity, all of the 
expenses at the event were covered so 
that every dollar raised goes straight 
to programing! 

Missed the Legacy 
breakfast?

Watch the amazing stories 
at www.youtube.com/
handinhandministries
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Rita Ostwalt-Whitfield traveled to  Auxier 
a few years back where she learned to use 
a Skil saw for the first time. She was moved 
by her experience and wanted to get more 
involved with Hand in Hand. Rita recently 
decided to try out one of our new Urban 
Immersion Retiree Work Days in west 
Louisville this summer.  

She was working on yard cleanup at 
the home of Michael and Brenda in the 
Portland neighborhood when she came 
across a cast iron skillet that had seen better 
days. Michael suggested just pitching it, 
but Rita was convinced she could bring 
it back to life. She was right and not only 
returned it in fine shape, but added a few 
extras when she returned it for Michael to 
make his first batch of cornbread.

The teams who have worked at Michael 
and Brenda’s have gotten some great 
stories from Michael, who is a fifth 
generation Portland resident and local 
historian. In return Michael noted “the 
volunteers who have come with Hand in 
Hand treat my house with the same care 
as their own.  We are overwhelmed with 
what they have done.”

Join us for the next retiree day
December 6, 2018 • 8:30 - 12:30

Note: Anyone is welcome!
You do not have to be retired. 

Contact allison@myhandinhand.org
for more information

Highland 
Presbyterian 

Shares Stories and 
a Meal

Home Repair Leads 
to Buried Treasure

A group from Highland Presbyterian 
traveled to Auxier to complete home 
repairs for two families in Eastern 
Kentucky.  

Upon their return, the group shared 
their experience with other members 
of the congregation during a ‘Lunch 
and Learn.’ The event took place after 
the service one Sunday in September.  
The menu consisted of dishes typical 
in Eastern Kentucky, like chicken and 
dumplings, greens and cornbread.  

The Highland Pres group also created 
a slideshow with photos  and each 
member of the group shared why 
this trip to Eastern Kentucky was so 
meaningful to them.  The cost of the 
delicious lunch was a donation that went 
toward the group’s trip expenses!  

Do you want to go on an immersion 
trip but securing the funds necessary 
seems out of reach? 

To learn more about how your club, 
church, business or family can creatively 
fundraise to cover the cost of a trip, call 
Tandee Ogburn at 502-550-7135 or 
tandee@myhandinhand.org.Nancy sorts food & supplies 

in the food pantry

Rita returned the polished skillet to a happy Michael

Patti & Larry work together with a Skil saw. 
Rita finds an old skillet

in Michael's yard

Volunteers pose for a 

group shot before work
ing. 

Rita cleaning up
backyard in Portland

www.myhandinhand.org/appalachia6 7



Nicaragua but, one thing we do know 
for certain, is that the crisis will one day 
be over and the most important thing 
now is that the children continue their 
education. It is vital that the program 
stands strong and continues to be a 
stable force in their lives.

To all our amazing supporters, thank 
you for continuing to stand by us, and 
all of the children we, together, serve.

- Barbara Dunsworth
Co-Dir. of Pathway to Change in Nicaragua

Interesting in 
Sponsoring a Child?

This year, we hope to find sponsors for 
10 new students like Maria Mercedes 
and Gwendolyn. People like you can 
accompany a child, covering the 
annual cost of tuition, books, school 
uniforms, transportation, tutoring as 
well as extra-curriculars such as sports, English classes, swimming, art 
and music classes for just $2,000 per child, per year. 

School progress reports are shared with sponsors several times a year 
and sponsors can communicate with their sponsored child through 
Nicaragua Program Directors. And students love to hear from their 
sponsors and know that someone is praying for them and following 
their progress. 

If you are interested in learning more about the Pathway to Change 
sponsorship program, please contact Tandee Ogburn at 502.459.9930 
or tandee@myhandinhand.org. Lend a Hand. Change a Life!

Gwendolyn, 1st Grade

Maria Mercedes, 
3rd Grade

As many of you know, a serious 
political crisis erupted in Nicaragua 
last spring and Ed and I made the 
painful decision to temporarily 
leave the country. I was hoping 
that by this writing, I would have 
better news to share but sadly, I 
remain as perplexed as ever. There 
are too many variables, too many 
complexities for me to fathom, let 
alone pass fair comment on. 

We do not want to diminish the 
seriousness of what is going on in 
Nicaragua, but we do want you 
to know that there is much good 
amid the heartache. Even though 
the good is sometimes hard to see, 
it is there.

Ed returned to Nicaragua in 
September and is still there. 
While he is keenly aware of 
the change that has come over 
the country, he is continually 
affirmed by the spirit of goodwill 
and kindness that he sees in the 
people around him, especially 
the children. They need us now, 
more than ever. Schools are 
open. Our Children’s Center 
has never closed. Our staff is 
working hard. Our kids are 
being well cared for. Our donors 
are amazing.

Finally, I cannot finish this 
without recognizing the 
contribution of our staff on 
the ground in Nicaragua. We 
are so proud of the capacity 
they have shown in running 
the program and in working 
with us from a distance. A 
lot of NGOs and mission 
organizations are struggling 
right now. Across all sectors, 
many Nicaraguans have lost 
their jobs. We, fortunately, 
have not laid off a single 
person. We are finding 
creative ways to cut costs 
without cutting people. 
Uncertainty has become 
part of everyday life in 

Nicaragua Students:  Living and Learning Every Day

Ashly Asuncion, Maria Mercedes, 

Gwendolyne, Sebastian, Yamileth

www.myhandinhand.org/nicaragua8 9



 
PRAY FOR US

Continue to pray for our 
families and communities 
thoughout the world. Your 
prayers keep Hand in Hand 
moving forward every day.

“So thankful to Hand in Hand for the 
beautiful work done on the  exterior 
west side of my home. The volunteers 
and students from Villanova were  great, 
professional, generous, kind, respectful, 
helpful, interesting, interested, warm and 
caring individuals. Loved them all. They 
are our hope for the future. Many thanks 
to all.” -  Ida, west Louisville homeowner 

“Loved, loved the tour. Have lived in 
Louisville my whole life and learned 
more than what is on the news! The 
center was safe and comfortable. Great 
facility, great people, great purpose! I’ll 
be back.” - Linda McCarty, Middletown 
Christain Church

“The volunteers worked as if they were 
working on their own homes. We are 
proud that Hand in Hand chose to settle 
in Portland...the community needs a lot 
of revitalization and we hope [they] 
continue the great work that has been 
started in the community.” - Michael and 
Brenda Edds, west Louisville homeowner 

 

 
PLAN A TRIP

Stop thinking about it and 
sign up today! Louisville, 

Appalachia, and Belize welcome 
you to make a difference in 

someone’s life today!

Ways You Can Help!Urban Immersion  
Words of Promise

Retirees repaint theEdd's front porch 

Linda and friends tour

McAlpine Locks & Dam 

Villanova students reframewindow in Parkland

Have questions? We love to hear from you. Call us at 502.459.9950

www.myhandinhand.org/ways-to-helpwww.myhandinhand.org/louisville

 
PLANNED GIVING

Remember us in your estate 
planning. Please contact Tandee 
at tandee@myhandinhand.org 
about leaving a legacy you can 

be proud of!

 
INFORMATIONAL TOUR

Join us and bring a friend to our 
free 1-hour Explore the Mission 

session held at our Portland 
offices to learn more about us. 

See page 12 for dates.

 
KROGER CARDS

Choose us as a charity of 
on your Kroger card and a 

percentage of your purchase 
with be donated to us. See link 

at bottom of the page.  

 
MATCHING GIFTS

Does your company match 
gifts? If you went on a trip with 

us or made a donation your 
company may double it. Please 
contact your HR department.

 
SPONSOR A CHILD

For $2000 a year, you can 
sponsor a child in Nicaragua 

giving him or her an education 
that will last a lifetime.            

See previous page for details.  

 
UPDATE CONTACT INFO

Moved? New Email? 
update your information by 

contacting Darian at 
darian@myhandinhand.org to so 

you don’t miss the latest news.  

10 11

Please view our new Louisville
video showcasing some of the 

homeowners we worked with in 2018.

www.myhandinhand.org



Please join us to celebrate our big year as new and old friends reunite for some fun events. 

Hands Building Harmony
A fundraising event supporting two great causes 

with live music, free pizza and fun!

Friday, December 28, 6:00-9:00 pm
Buthertown Pizza Hall (Upstairs Cabel Street Bar)

1301 Story Ave. (40206) • Hosted by Maddie & Dave Calzi

Team Max: 8 Players • $160 Per Table
Bring your own snacks/food

Beer, wine and soda will be available for purchase.
(No outside alcohol permitted.) 

To Register: Call 459.9930 or email
Darian at darian@myhandinhand.org

Limited Seating Call Today!

Upcoming Informational Tours

Thursday, December 6

Tuesday, January 8

Wednesday, February 6

Thursday, March 7

All tours are from 11:30-12:30
at the Hand in Hand office

518 N. 26th St. (40212)

Hand in Hand was born 20 years ago in the 
basement of Holy Trinity Catholic Church  

when founders Wayne and Father Joe Fowler 
had a vision to help those in need. 

Happy Birthday Hand in Hand --- We are turning 20 in 2019!! 

Generously 
Sponsored by:

2nd Annual Trivia Night
Friday, February 1, 6:30-9:00 pm

Holy Trinity’s Clifton Campus • 2117 Payne St. (40206)

Explore Hand in Hand’s work in Louisville, 
Appalachia and Central America up close. 
This session is great for people who are new 
to our mission or those who know us but 
want to learn even more. 
Tours are open to everyone so invite your 
friends, colleagues and neighbors. Learn 
how Hand in Hand and YOU can…Lend a 
Hand and Change a Life!

RSVP at 502-459-9930 or
tandee@myhandinhand.org
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Our goal is to raise funds to send 10 YouthBuild Louisville 
students on an immersion trip to Belize. 



 

 

 

Board of Directors

Scott Karem, Board Chair
Harry Borders, Board Vice-Chair
Mike Connelly, Board Treasurer
Joe Lynch, Board Secretary
Courtney Baxter
Kelley Helgeson
Paul Hirn
Rob Holtzmann
Ann Marie Maldini
Bob Moreland
Mike Potter
Shayne Raymond
Cindy Rigby, M.D.
Deloris White
Tom Wittman
Charisse Wright
Rev. Joseph Fowler, Emeritus

Executive Staff

Marla Cautilli, CEO
 marla@myhandinhand.org

Tandee Ogburn, Development Director
 tandee@myhandinhand.org

Stay Connected

 myhandinhand.org  

 facebook.com/myhandinhand

 twitter.com/myhandinhand

 instagram.com/handinhandphoto

 youtube.com/handinhandministries

 linkedin.com/company/hand-in-hand-ministries

Loved her stay in Louisville and thanks everyone!

In Auxier Gail showed her 

the Lend a Hand wall.

Maddie Calzi helped build 
Rashida's house in Belize

My journey started with telling my 
story to a room full of people at 
the Legacy Breakfast. I got to meet 
new friends and share awesome 
experiences with old ones. I learned 
a lot about Kentucky as well as the 
impact Hand in Hand is making in 
the lives of others – internationally 
and locally. 
While I enjoyed my many 
adventures, I was also pleased to 
learn more about the organization 
that I work for. I was happy to 
be on the worksites that were in 
full operation during my stay – 
including the sites in Louisville and 
Appalachia.
It was nerve wrecking to see how 
many people are living in the holler in 
such run-down situations, unable to 
do better for themselves and families 
because their income does not allow 
it. I could never imagine living in 
those cold mountains, in a trailer 
that lacks adequate insulation and 
proper maintenance to eliminate the 
cold. While I admire the simplicity 
of the people, my heart goes out to 
them as their inabilities can lead to 
homelessness. 

This new exposure of both 
Appalachia and Portland, Kentucky, 
has enlightened and reformed my 
perspective of the work of Hand in 
Hand. 
While all the programs are totally 
different, they are similar in many 
ways; however, the Hand in Hand 
theme radiates through them all…
Lend a Hand, Change a Life… Hand 
in Hand serves people in need. And 
those needs are determined based 
on location, demographics, and 
situation of the population. 
This is a bittersweet moment for me 
as my Kentucky venture has come to 
an end – yet, it is the beginning for 
the new friendships and stronger 
bonds that I have formed during 
my stay. Thanks to all who were 
generous enough, to accept me into 
their home and family. I never had a 
dull moment and I am grateful.
Thanks a million to my host 
families and adventure friends. 
Thanks to Hand in Hand for giving 
me the opportunity to widen my 
horizon and fulfilling my dreams in 
numerous ways.

 

Rashida Reflects on her 
First Visit to the USA

Rashida Bethran, Hand in Hand’s social worker in Belize

www.myhandinhand.org/belize

.org
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