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Lend a hand . . . 
change a life!

The new year usually brings resolutions, good intentions and hope. It also brings 
reflection of the past year. There were times in 2016 that were challenging, but with your
blessings and contributions we made it through and look forward to expanding our 
mission. When we look at our successes like little Esther (above) and feel the love of 
people like Norma Jean O’Hara (page 3), those anxieties melt away. We are encouraged
about our bright future and making a difference.

As we look forward to 2017, we see a new set of challenges, but also many opportunities.
With your continued support and encouragement, we know there is great promise in
expanding Hand in Hand’s mission to new heights at all of our locations.

We will celebrate the opening of the Fowler Community Center in Belize - a dream long
in the making - bringing hope and community for our families and children.

Students will graduate from our Pathway to Change Program and new students will be
added at the elementary stage. (See page 2 for a listing of the accomplishments of this 
unique educational program.)

We are expanding the scope of the Home Repair Program in Eastern Kentucky and will
be adding new living spaces for future interns. There are 29 Auxier immersion trips 
already planned for 2017.

The Urban Immersion Program in Louisville continues to take shape. We are close to 
hiring  a Program Manager and securing a gathering space for our volunteers.  Stay
tuned for Urban Immersion trip dates and details.

Thank you for the support and prayers that made it possible for all of our programs to 
exceed expectations. We are excited to see what 2017 holds for Hand in Hand!

Peace,
Marla Cautilli, CEO

Thankful, Anxious, Hopeful and Excited!

Hand in Hand  builds  strong communities and transform lives through cultural immersion, education, housing and health care.

Several of our Pathway to Change
students have excelled well beyond
our dreams for them. Your support
has produced great success stories. 
See page 2.

And then the mail came . . . 

Read how Norma Jean
O’Hara was an answer to
our prayers. See page 3.

Pathway Students Start College!
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2 www.facebook.com/myhandinhand

The tremendous accomplishments of our
students in Nicaragua are made possible
by your generous support.

The average yearly cost for a student in our
program is $2,000. Your sponsorship provides
books, transportation, uniforms, tuition,
and family counseling – your generosity
makes it all happen.

Join us for an Immersion Trip to Nicaragua
and meet these amazing young people!

Pathway to Success!

Mauro Lopez, one of the first students in our Pathway  to
Change Program in Managua, has taken his dream of becoming
a translator to the next level. He graduated from high school  in
November. In December,  he arrived in the United States to 
continue his education and hone his translating skills at 
Cornerstone Christian Academy in Shelbyville, Kentucky. 

A huge thank you to all the immersion trip volunteers for 
inspiring Mauro, to Mary Lou and Walt Reichert for hosting 
him, Steve and Susan Kute for years of sponsorship and to 
each and every one of our donors for keeping hope alive 
for all of our students.

Arelys is headed to law school !

Mauro translates for Centro Latino in Shelbyville.

Kristell began her college journey with Arelys in 2013. Thanks to
a generous scholarship, she is currently attending Evangelische 
Hochschule Darmstadt, near Frankfort, Germany. Classes are 
taught 95% in German and 5% in English. We are all so incredibly 
happy for her!

Nayelhi started at University of Central America in 2015 and is in 
her 3rd year of accounting. She frequently tutors Pathway to Change 
students at the Hand in Hand Children’s Center in Managua.

Bryan started university last year and is studying Systems 
Engineering. He is at the University of Managua. He sent a lovely 
Christmas card and note thanking Hand in Hand for helping him 
get a superior education. He especially wanted to thank his 
sponsors, Scott and Annette Karem for their moral and
economic support.

Six additional Pathway students are currently preparing to go to 
college this year. Some have already been accepted, others are 
preparing to write their entrance exams. Congratulations and best 
of luck to Camila, Rosa Maria, Hilary, Sugey, Katherine and Karla.

Pathway Graduates Making Their Dreams Come True

Once again Arelys Perez is charting new territory for our 
Pathway to Change Program as our first student to graduate
from college. Her degree is in International relations and 
Political Science. She has been accepted to law school at the
University of Central America on full scholarship and will
begin classes in February.

Two years into college, Arelys was selected as an Ambassador
for the prestigious Festival Internacional de Poesía de Granada
(International Poetry Festival in Granada) and now she is
scheduled graduate from the University of Central America
with a Bachelor’s Degree in political science.

Support our Students
in Nicaragua
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3Double your gift . . . many employers 
match employee contributions.

     And Then the Mail Came . . .

October 20, 2016 began with an early morning Budget and Finance 
Committee meeting. As we looked at income projections for the remainder
of 2016, our sluggish numbers for August and September led to discussions
of  “tough decisions”  for the 2017 budget. 

The entire Louisville office was deflated with the news of potential program
or staff reductions. We had faced monumental fundraising goals many times
in the past. Somehow God always provided “just enough, just in time,”  but
this time it felt different.  Our doubts were speaking louder than our faith. 

And then the mail came, followed by tears of relief and joy.

The certified letter informed us that Norma Jean O’Hara had left us a portion
of her estate. It was a gift large enough to eliminate any conversation of 
program reduction for 2017, and has given us the confidence to continue
our steady growth in all of our programs.
We are saddened that we are not able to appropriately thank Norma Jean,
but are dedicated to using her money responsibly to honor her and to con-
tinue our mission. 

The funds are being used to increase our efficiency in the office by updating
computers and copiers. We are converting an Auxier classroom to private dormi-
tories so more young people can have a life-changing internship 
opportunity. We’ll pay off the loan on the Starfish house enabling us to 
devote more resources to Belizean families. Norma’s gift will impact Louisville too
as her generosity allows us to firmly establish our Urban Immersion program. 

Her gift will also secure the future of Hand in Hand for years to come as
some of her funds will be used to establish an endowment. 

Thank you Norma Jean.

Iph9r;hium Hm•<m:; rw gy<9 eruu
The easiest and most direct way to make a charitable gift
only requires a short clause in your will. 

Charitable Distribution from IRA
If you are 70.5 or older, utilize a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) to give money from your IRA.

Beneficiary Designation
Designate Hand in Hand  as the beneficiary of an IRA or 
retirement plan. 

Charitable Trust
A Charitable remainder trust pays  income to one or more
beneficiaries with any remaining trust assets going to the
designated charity.

Matching Gifts
Your company may offer to match your gift. Double your 
donation simply by asking if your company provides 
matching gifts.

Discuss your financial plan and coordinate your estate plan-
ning with your tax and legal professionals.

      

One of the most rewarding things    
       you can do is to give back. 

Including charitable giving as part of your 
lifelong financial plan or estate planning 
can be very emotionally gratifying. Your gift 
of a bequest, stock or IRA distribution will not 
only support Hand in Hand, but may also 
offer tax advantages and reduce estate 
taxes for you and your family.

Ways You Can Plan Your Future Gifts

Hand in Hand received 
an award for being a 
BBB accredited charity 
for 10 years!
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   Work Hard & Play Hard       Join                            

www.myhan

Appal
Bel

Nicar
Louis
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Consider a gift to Hand in Hand in your will . . .
Leave a lasting Legacy! 5

               Us                      Make Friends and Make a Difference!

April 5-8
April 27-30

June 6-10
July 26-29

October 11-14

dinhand.org

March 5-12 • Alternative Spring Break
April 30 - May 7 • Alternative Derby

July 23-30
or Create Your Own!

If you would like to join 
ANY Of OUR 2017 TRIPS

contact 
Allison Ridenour at  502.459.9930 

or email 
allison@myhandinhand.org.

March 12-19
October 1-8 • Alternative Fall Break

or Create Your Own!

lachia
lize
agua
sville
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The Building for Change Program in Belize has given over 300
families a chance for a better life by providing safe, stable homes.
Immersion trip volunteers build most of the homes, but each
year, a growing number of Belizean businesses have stepped up
to sponsor and build with us. 

Over the years, Belize companies have built 36 Building for
Change Homes. In 2016, eight homes were built by Belizean busi-
nesses, and funds have already been received for four more homes
in 2017. Company officials see our program as a great way to give
back to their community and as a fantastic team building activity.

Sponsoring a house is not the only way Belize businesses support 
our work.  For years, RF&G Insurancehas been providing paint for 
all of our Building for Change houses. The Brothers Habethave
agreed to donate all the windows for the Fowler Community Center
(FCC). Francis Woodsdonated time and resources for initial land 
development of the FCC and plans to assist with the parking lot.  
Belize Telemedia Limitedprovides us with free Internet access.
Other companies also support us through local fundraisers. 

We are very thankful for the growing collaboration. 
www.youtube.com/user/handinhandministries6

News from our Centers

November 26th was Graduation Day at Loyola
High School in Managua. Hand in Hand’s Pathway
to Change Program provides education for 27
high school students and almost all of them have
been in the program since first grade.

Loyola’s long-standing graduation day tradition
involves the three top graduating students are
honored by passing the flag to the three top rising
juniors.  At this year’s graduation, two of the three
top juniors were our own Adriana Ramirez and
Kerstin Reyes.  

‘’Yes, it was definitely an honor for me to be chosen to
receive the flag. I felt so excited and proud because I
know my hard work is paying off.” ~ Adriana, 16

“This is a huge motivation for me to do my best next
year. I want to prove to myself that I can reach the
goals I set for myself!’’ ~ Kerstin, 16

The Pathway to Change Program seeks to provide
the best opportunity for education and personal
growth for children living in poverty, like Adriana
and Kerstin. It is our hope that all of the children will
reach their greatest potential. 

NICARAGUA: Bright Students
Rise to the Top

Adriana and
Kerstin when
we first met. 

Kerstin, Adriana and Director Ed Dunsworth

BELIZE:  Local Businesses 
Continue to Step Up!
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Board of Directors 2017
The Board wishes to welcome 

Dr. Cynthia Rigby
Bill Tway

and welcome back
Harry Borders

Scott Karem, Board Chair
Tom Wittman, Vice Chairman

Mike Connelly, Treasurer
Joe Lynch, Secretary

Courtney Baxter
Rev. Joseph Fowler

Jamie B. Gardner
Scott Haner

Robert Holtzmann
Sue Rueff

Steve Thornberry

Executive Staff
Marla Cautilli

Chief Executive Officer 
Pamela Carter

Director of Development 
Ellen Hauber

Associate  Director 

LOUISVILLE: American Advertising Federation 
Louisville Chapter Supports Hand in Hand

Thank you to the American Advertising Federation of Louisville
(AAF)  for choosing Hand in Hand as the nonprofit for their Party
with a Purpose Holiday Competition. Local agencies collected
donations for our new Louisville "Urban Immersion” program and
competed in a social media competition to show off their dona-
tions. Thank you AAF and the winner Sheehy for all your dona-
tions. They will definitely make a difference! 

For the third year, Hand in Hand is partnering with the Notre Dame Summer
Service Learning Program (SSLP),which is a collaboration program between the
University of Notre Dame, their Alumni Clubs and local nonprofits. The Alumni
Club and the site partners work together to provide a meaningful placement for
a student(s) for eight weeks in the summer.  

The interns spend time assisting with the needs of the Auxier Center, running 
errands to purchase materials and repairing homes,  but most importantly, build
relationships with the homeowners and volunteers.

The SSLP program is a three-credit theology course, which "offers students an 
experience of displacement from which to discover and deepen an understand-
ing of kinship, resilience and hope."  Students are required to attend class before
and after the experience as well as read and journal throughout the summer 
internship.  To enhance this program, Hand in Hand is converting a classroom
into sleeping quarters for our summer intern program.

Notre Dame interns Will Smith 
and Brittany Benninger alongside

Spring Hill College intern
Jessica Richmeyer

APPALACHIA: Intern Program Grows

Special thanks to the Honorable Order
of Kentucky Colonels for grants that
will pay for building renovations for 
the Auxier Center. The HOKC has been
a steady supporter providing grants 
for various Hand in Hand projects
since 2008.

More than 350 Attended the 2016 Legacy Breakfast 
Hand in Hand thanks all of our guests, table ambassadors and vol-
unteers for making the 2016 Legacy Breakfast a success. 

We particularly want to thank our sponsors!
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Create Your Own 2017 Immersion Trip Now!

Hand in Hand CEO,
Marla Cautilli, 
accepts an award 
for being a Louisville
Better Business 
Bureau Accredited
Charity. Members
must demonstrate
an exceptional level
of integrity and 
commitment to 
excellence.

Immerse Yourself in Nicaragua or 
Belize… Family, Friends, Teammates,

Church, School or Coworkers
Work hard and play hard! Nicargua and Belize are
calling your name. Create your own group to expe-
rience a trip that will keep you talking for years! 
Go to www.myhandinhand.org/belize/ or
www.myhandinhand.org/nicaragua/ to view
the available dates. (Groups are 6-14 people
with discounts available for groups of 8+.)

Grab Your Buddies for an 
Alternative Spring Break

Hand in Hand has several options available for
high school or college students looking to spend
spring break in an exotic location, making mem-
ories and learning about other cultures.

For more information, visit us at 
www.handinhand.org or 

contact Allison Ridenour at 502.459.9930
or allison@myhandinhand.org.

Do you want to give back more in 2017?  
Travel More? 

Try something new? 
Be spontaneous? Meet new people?

    • Sign up for a trip
    • Volunteer
    • Sponsor a child
    • Sponsor a house
    • Consider a planned gift
    • Donate Now at
www.myhandinhand.org
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